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Sketch 
S. V. MALAYAN OPHTHALMOLOGICAL 

CENTER 
The beginning of the modern development of oph-

thalmology can be mentioned the year 1933, when the 
Ophthalmology Department was created under the su-
pervision of Professor U. Kanayan. From the begin-
ning the Department faced with several problems, 
which needed very urgent solutions. One of the prob-
lems was the training of smart, modern thinking staff, 
which had great importance for the Republic. Among 
the followers of the work started by Professor U. 
Kanayan were the well-known ophthalmologists of Re-
public: Professor B.M. Melik-Musyan, Associate Pro-
fessors E. Mesropyan, S.V. Malayan, Professor T.Kh. 
Hovsepyan, and Professor A.S. Malayan ‒ the present-
day Chief of Department. 

The cornerstone of activity done by Department of 
Ophthalmology of the Yerevan State Medical Univer-
sity made the task to fight against eye infectious dis-
eases, and, in particular, fight against the trachoma.

Trachoma is an acute infection epidemic disease, 
which can be spread by Rickettsiae. In the Republic 
there were from five to six epidemic centers, which 
were the main foci of disease spreading. 

Taking into account absolutely low ‒ at that time ‒ or 
sometimes full absence of medical elementary knowl-
edge and negative attitude to the medical staff that was 
doing the medical procedures, the victory in this fight 
(and it was a true victory!) was due to the staff of De-
partment of Ophthalmology. As a result, the disease, 
which in 60-70% of cases completed with reciprocal 
blindness, in the 1960s was successfully liquidated.

We must mention the great positive role of the Min-
istry of Health as a leading and organizing center, 
which created an anti-trachoma dispenser, the staff of 
which was working operatively.

During the activity of Department, by efforts of a 
medical-teaching staff and especially by Sergey Ma-
layan in 1978, on the basis of the State ambulatory re-
lated to trachoma and glaucoma management (1952) 
there was based the Ophthalmological Center, which 
since 1998 to present has been named after the Scien-
tist and Doctor S.V. Malayan.

Now it is the leading big Ophthalmological Center 
in Armenia and more than 250 qualified specialists 

work herе. The Department and the Ophthalmological 
Center work cooperatively, and the Center considers 
this fact as the big achievement as well. 

All Heads of Departments of the Center are the staff of 
Ophthalmology Department of YSMU. Teaching obliges 
the doctor to constantly update and enrich the knowledge.

The Center tries to march in step with constantly 
developing science and to implement the new technolo-
gies and methods. The treatment of myopia and hyper-
metropia is performed by the new surgical methods 
with the use of laser obtained from the USA last year. 
These methods allow managing cases of myopia and 
correcting vision of 12.0 D up to 6.0 D. Together with 
colleagues from the USA the service on revealing reti-
nopathy of prematurity and its management with the 
laser was based. The specified pathology can lead to 
severe damaging of the retina, which can be fraught 
with blindness of the baby, in the case of late diagnos-
ing. Today it became reality to save the vision of these 
babies by doing surgical treatments.

There are no surgical procedures all over the world 
that cannot be done at S.V. Malayan Ophthalmological 
Center. There are great results in revealing, treatment 
and prophylaxis of keratoconus and other diseases.

It was very important to get the FDI license for the 
use of new glaucoma shunts, which is a very successful 
method for the treatment of glaucoma. The Center has 
received the offer for experimental implementation of 
shunts from the Company of American Producers. It is 
more than 25 years that the program of Armenian-
American cooperation “Armenian EyeCare Project” 
(“Sight to the Armenian eyesˮ) is implemented.

There are many surgical procedures and treatment 
methods for management of diseases at the Center, 
which can solve such problems, the treatment of which 
seemed impossible ten years ago. The Center is spe-
cialized for the plastic surgery methods for managing 
cosmetic and ocular-plastic disorders.

In 2012 and 2013 the Ophthalmological Center was 
awarded the National Trust prize.

The ophthalmologists must pay attention not only to 
the professional level of their skills, development and 
implementation of the opportunities; it is very important 
to pay attention to the medical image ‒ it is a question of 
not only keeping the elementary rules of human ethics: 
the look, the speech, and the personal skills to cooperate 
with the patient are pivotal. The doctor must be careful 
not only at treatment, but also in speech and words, as 
we treat not only the disease but also the spirit.
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As our attention and professional tendency, ideas, should be eventually referred only to human health, treatment 
of the soul and body, and as each person is an original world, an original organism, it is necessary to differentiate 
and realize features of everyone. This great opportunity is the doctor’s monopoly.

The main ophthalmologist 
of the Ministry of Health 
of the Republic of Armenia     Professor A.S. Malayan

I would like to cite Hippocrates. Upon the patient’s 
examination he stated:

-I did the examinations and made the diagnosis, so 
we are three now. 

The patient was surprised:
-Who is the third? We are only two.
The answer was as follows: the third is the disease. 

If the patient will get together with disease, they will 
win the doctor. If the patient will be with the doctor, 
they can win the disease.

The specific meaning of this talk shows how impor-
tant the trust of the patient to the doctor is. 
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SOME RESULTS OF RESEARCH WORK OF CLINIC 
AND DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY 

OF YEREVAN STATE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY

the Chief Pediatric Ophthalmologist 
of Ministry of Health of Republic of Armenia, 

The Head of Depatment of Pediatric Ophthalmology, 

the Head of Clinic of Ophthalmology of YSMU,       Sci. D. Med., Professor A.A. Shakaryan

The Clinic of Pediatric Ophthalmology was orga-
nized at the Yerevan State Medical University in 1988; 
before 2010 it was a scientific-research laboratory of 
vision protection of children, in 2011 it became the De-
partment of Pediatric Ophthalmology.

The scientific-clinical laboratory of children’s vision 
protection was based at Ophthalmology Department of 
the children’s clinic No.1 in Yerevan. It was constructed 
in 1928-1929 on means of the known politician and spon-
sor Pogos Nubaryan (Pogos Nubar Pasha); currently it 
is “The Clinic of Ophthalmology named after “Mari-
Nubari”. This institution was the first clinic, which pro-
vided specialized ophthalmological aid to population in 
Armenia. Since 1929 the Department of Ophthalmology 
of the Yerevan State Medical University had functioned. 
Over the years the clinic was headed by professor U. 
Kanayan, B. Melik-Musyan, E. Mesropyan, S. Malayan, 
A. Shakaryan. In this clinic there were affiliated the doc-
tors, who contributed to the development of ophthalmo-
logical science and practice in Armenia: E. Blavatskaya, 
T. Hovsepyan, M. Gzgzyan, I. Mirza-Avagyan, S. Mu-
radyan, L. Barsegyan, A. Malayan and the others.

Over the years (1988-2013), in Clinic of Pediatric 
Ophthalmology the research works were realized in the 
following directions:

• Binocular vision in norm and at pathology;
• Pathogenetic mechanisms of myopia progression;
• Accommodative disorders at astigmatism;
• Modern methods of amblyopia treatment;
• Changes in resistance of the fibrous capsule of the 

eyes at various diseases.
In particular, due to these works for the first time the 

new medical and diagnostic methods were implemented 
into practice:

• Method of objective studies of the vision nature;
• Method (and device) of quantitative assessment of bin-

ocular interaction – visobinometry (visobinometer);
• Method of monochromopleoptic treatment of amblyopia;
• Method of dosing the volume of surgical intervention 

in patients with partial accommodative squint;
• Method of monocular desaccommodation in patients 

with accommodospasm;

• Method of complex treatment in children with nys-
tagmus;

• Method of diploptic therapy of amblyobinopies;
• New methods of studies on accommodation in per-

sons with astigmatism and nystagmus;
• Method of standardized pleopto-orthoptic treatment 

by means of computer programs;
• New methods of surgical treatment at complicated 

forms of squint and nystagmus.
• At present the research activity at the Department of 

Ophthalmology is devoted to:
• Pathophysiological aspects of normal and abnormal 

refractogenesis;
• Biochemical basis of scleral component at progres-

sive myopia in children;
• Search of new opportunities of more effective stabili-

zation of threatening myopic progression in child-
hood and adolescence;

• Early diagnosis of retinopathy of prematurity.
The staff of clinic as authors of above 300 works are 

regular participants of the most important International 
ophthalmological scientific forums.

In the current issue of the Journal we present to at-
tention of readers the works of young staff-members of 
the Department of Ophthalmology according to the re-
sults of studies in children with myopia of sclera rigid-
ity (L. Bazinyan), ultrasound (L. Aghayan) and tomo-
graphic (T. Gevorkyan) assessment of posterior section 
of eye membranes, and some results of electrophysio-
logical monitoring of children with amblyopia of differ-
ent genesis (I. Sargsyan).
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Dear Colleagues,
I am pleased that Armenia has such a solid medical publication as “The 
New Armenian Medical Journal” of the Yerevan State Medical University. 
It presents a large spectrum of medical issues and contributes to the ad-
vance of medical research and practice among the local and international 
scientific community. The Journal is another great avenue for the transfer 
of knowledge and exposure to new discoveries in medicine. This specific 
issue covers an area ‒ ophthalmology, where the “Armenian EyeCare Proj-
ect” (AECP) has been active for many years, and we are proud to have the 
opportunity of sharing the results of our work with your readers. 

Wishing success to all authors and the staff of the Journal in their future 
endeavors.

Sincerely, 

Roger Ohanesian, M.D.

ARMENIAN EYECARE PROJECT

The pain and suffering of blindness is incalculable ‒ the restoration of sight is priceless. Vision problems 
are ranked among public health issues worldwide and in Armenia as well. A large portion of the population, 
especially after 50, is in the risk group for blindness. Only orchestrated efforts of all parties involved can 
help reduce preventable blindness and advance eye care in Armenia. The Armenian EyeCare Project (here-
after: AECP) is the leading non-profit eye care organization in Armenia which has been using its potential, 
resources, network and knowledge to make the eye care in Armenia current, safe and accessible. 

The AECP is a US-based charity organization founded in 1992 by Armenian-American ophthalmolo-
gist Roger Ohanesian, MD. To eliminate preventable blindness and make eye care accessible to all peo-
ple in Armenia is the mission of AECP. To this end, many highly qualified American academic ophthal-
mologists have been invited to visit Armenia to treat patients and share the knowledge with their Arme-
nian colleagues. As well, large quantities of medication and equipment have been brought during this 
time to Armenia.

The AECP works in close cooperation with all layers of the society and government, both in Armenia 
and abroad. Among them are national and regional authorities, ophthalmologic and other medical insti-
tutions, international and local organizations and companies, individuals, the Diaspora, International 
agencies for development, corporate partners. 

Currently, the AECP is implementing four comprehensive and large scale programs, which are inter-
linked, and yet have their specifics and target audience. All programs are designed and conducted in 
adherence with international standards. The support and involvement of the Republic of Armenia Minis-
try of Health has always been significant and encouraging.

THE NEW ARMENIAN MEDICAL JOURNAL
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1. “BriNgiNg sighT To ArmeNiAN eyes” (2003 To dATe) 

In 2002 the AECP transitioned from a small organization to a major nonprofit organization and estab-
lished an office in Armenia as well. At the same time the AECP raised funds to purchase a state-of-the-art 
Mobile Eye Hospital (MEH), which traveled by boat from the U.S. to Armenia and has been the hallmark 
of the AECP for the past ten years. 

In 2003, AECP initiated a program “Bringing Sight to Armenian Eyes”. It is aimed at strengthening 
the eye care delivery system and reducing preventable blindness in Armenia. Sponsored mainly by the 
Diaspora, the program was further developed and enhanced during the United States Agency of Interna-
tional Development (USAID) and AECP cooperation through the years of 2004- 2011 in the framework 
of the Global Development Alliance. During the past three years, Orange Foundation has been a 
major contributor to the AECP medical missions in the regions of Armenia.

Five inter-linked directions make up the main components of the AECP work. They are: medical outreach, 
medical education and training, public awareness raising and training, research and data analysis, and 
capacity building. With its Mobile Eye Hospital (MEH) and medical screening groups, the AECP carries out 
regular visits to all marzes (regions) of Armenia. The AECP field missions provide people with full-scale 
services: general screening, referral, surgery and laser treatment in MEH, prescription and provision of 
eyeglasses. All services provided by the AECP are free of charge and are mainly geared towards the vulner-
able layers of the population. The sixth medical nation-wide mission started in November 2013. 

 The main results achieved through all the components of the Initiative “Bringing Sight to Armenian 
Eyes” since June 2003 to September 2013 are as follows:

 ¾ 333,446 people (including 136,860 children) were screened by the AECP medical groups in their vil-
lages or in adjacent settlements; 
 ¾ 36,651 people underwent thorough examination on the MEH;
 ¾ 17,030 patients were operated on and/or treated on the MEH;
 ¾ 59,588 eyeglasses were provided;
 ¾ 1,684 health care providers, including 61 regional ophthalmologists and 37 ophthalmic nurses, were 
trained in eye diseases; 
 ¾ 514,156 public awareness raising handouts were distributed;
 ¾ 450 public education classes for 11,800 children and 900 parents and health activists were delivered. 
Scientific-practical analyses of data collected during the AECP screening throughout all these years 

allowed drawing estimates on the prevalence of eye diseases and visual impairments among the Republic 
of Armenia population. According to the AECP data, about 13% of Armenia’s adult population (16 years 
and older) has at least one eye disease that can cause blindness. Among those 50+, the percentage is al-
most three times higher: 37%, with cataract 27% as the main leading cause. Furthermore, 4.8 % of Arme-
nia’s adult population have visual impairment, i.e. are blind or have low vision, and 51% of those cases 
are ascribed to cataract.

For that reason the overwhelming majority of surgeries performed on the MEH make up cataract 
cases. Most of the surgeries were performed using the advanced method of phacoemulsification (96%), the 
IOL installation rate made 98.5%. The success rates of cataract surgeries on the MEH are close to 85% 
and adhere to the standards set by the World Health Organization. 
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2. “ceNTer of excelleNce for The preveNTioN of childhood BliNdNess” (2012 – 2015)

All over the world the number of surviving babies born prematurely and with low birth weight is rising 
due to advances in neonatal care. These newborns however have many health risks in their future lives such 
as retinopathy of prematurity (ROP). The ROP is a condition when abnormal retinal neovascularization oc-
curs at the intersection of mature and premature retina leading to changes in the retina, including macular 
traction and retinal detachment, which result in childhood blindness.

The problem of ROP had emerged in Armenia in mid 2000s with practicing neonatologists and ophthal-
mologists encountering more and more of such cases. According to some estimates, about 500-600 chil-
dren are born annually who belong to the risk group (birth weight of less than 1500 g or with a gestational 
age of 30 weeks or less and infants with a birth weight between 1500 and 2000 g or gestational age of 
more than 30 weeks with an unstable clinical course). According to international data, more than 50% of 
newborns having a birth weight of less than 1250 grams have some degree of ROP. The probability of ROP 
is inversely proportional to birth weight; the lower the birth weight of the child, the higher the probability 
that he or she will develop ROP.

In 2010, the AECP, in cooperation with the Republic of Armenia Ministry of Health, Children’s Hospi-
tal of Los Angeles and other partners ‒ Ophthalmological Center after S.V. Malayan; Clinic of Ophthal-
mology at “Heratsiˮ Complex and Clinic of Neonatal Reanimation at “Muratsanˮ Complex of the Yere-
van State Medical University; Ophthalmological Clinic of “Kanaker-Zeytun” Medical Center ‒ intro-
duced a program of ROP screening, early detection and laser treatment. If not detected in time, the vision 
problems of these children are revealed when it is already too late, making treatment less effective, if not 
impossible.

The AECP has equipped the ROP screeners with modern equipment, secured continuous professional 
support and guidance of mentors. The program started in all neonatal intensive care units of Yerevan and 
up to date (September 2013), 1662 premature infants have been screened (total of 8494 multiple screen-
ings), 66 received laser and anti-vascular endothelial growth factor (anti-VEGF) treatment. The ROP 
screening is already implemented in Shirak marz to be further extended to Lori and Syunik marzes. 

It was in 2012 that the AECP, in cooperation with the USAID, the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Armenia and Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, as well as many other interested partners, initiated the 
introduction of the surgical tier of the ROP treatment, so that the children, who needed further treatment, 
would have the possibility to receive it in Armenia instead of seeking it abroad. 

The mission of the Center of Excellence for the Prevention of Childhood Blindness (CEPCB) is to es-
tablish and develop a specialized ophthalmological capacity to help children from Armenia and abroad 
combat childhood blindness and facilitate exchange of knowledge among medical professionals in the 
region, thus making specialized eye care accessible to all children in Armenia and in the regions, and 
eliminate childhood blindness of ROP in Armenia. The continuing involvement of U.S. physicians ‒ among 
them finest retina and ROP specialists in the world ‒ along with highly trained AECP Armenian surgeons 
and modern equipment will elevate the ROP treatment in Armenia to a level that will qualify it as a re-
gional center. The project has committed to ensuring excellence both in treatment and in service. The lack 
of trained professionals and equipment, as well as the increase in ROP cases in other countries ‒ a major-
ity of which do not have nationwide or systematized programs yet ‒ will make the services of the Center 
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4. “reviTAlizATioN of The eye cAre sysTem iN The regioNs of ArmeNiA”

3. “oNliNe TrAiNiNg plATform for primAry heAlTh cAre providers ANd ophThAlmolo-
gisTs” (2013 – 2014)

It is a five year project which is planned to start in 2014 with the establishment of a regional eye clinic in 
Tavush marz. The goal of the project is to enhance sustainable access to quality eye care in the regions of 
Armenia for all layers of the regional population and revitalize the regional eye care system in Armenia 
through establishment and permanent operation of secondary level eye clinics in 5 regions of Armenia. 
These clinics will replace the tours of the MEH and partially take over its humanitarian mission, as well as 
provide paid services to those who are not eligible for free of charge healthcare. Thus, the Project will secure 
equal access to high quality services (as opposed to MEH, where services are available only for the socially 
vulnerable) and make the service self-sustainable.

Revitalization of the eye care system in Armenia will be carried out thanks to the joint efforts of all 
parties involved. Eye clinics will be located in the premises of medical centers, with the solicitude of the 
Government of the Republic of Armenia. The locations of five regional eye clinics are selected given their 
potential capacity to cover the needs of a bigger amount of people, the absence of an eye clinic or its very 
poor quality, the possibility to secure a specialist (including an ophthalmologist surgeon for that region). 
Those eye clinics will make high quality eye care service available, affordable and affable for the over-
whelming majority of the population in the regions. 

The AECP is engaged in many activities. Among them are International conferences as a very vital tool 
for the transfer of knowledge and skills. They allow dissemination of advanced information, technique and 
establishment of networks among specialists from the different parts of the world. In that regard, the 12th 

of Excellence very much in demand. The program also works on the improvement of the quality of care of 
the newly born. To this end, it initiated together with the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, online train-
ing course for neonatologists and neonatal nurses. 

With the addition of the surgical tier the full complement of treatment options for ROP will be available 
in Armenia making it possible to treat all cases of ROP and related diseases, thus preventing lifetime 
blindness. The project has already initiated training of Armenian surgeons in the US, secured very modern 
surgical equipment and will work towards establishment and implementation of various tools for profes-
sional cooperation. 

Two training tools have been developed and put into effect with joint efforts of the AECP and the Or-
ange foundation. They will open up education/training opportunities in eye care for primary healthcare 
providers and ophthalmologists, clinical residents, medical students and other interested parties. Each of 
the suggested online training tools will have three components: 

 ¾  digitalized textbook – to provide exhaustive information on a given issue; 
 ¾  video presentations, digests with case studies and delayed answers – to facilitate the learning process;
 ¾  online self-test with randomized multiple-choice questions – to check the acquired knowledge. It will 
be available in three languages: Armenian, English and Russian. 
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International Conference on Ophthalmology held in Armenia in 2012 was very special. It gathered re-
nowned experts of various fields of ophthalmology from different countries. Among the participants were 
professionals from the United States, Europe, CIS and Baltic countries, Caucasus, Central and Middle 
Asia. It allowed a vigorous exchange of information and knowledge in subspecialties of eye care, includ-
ing the ROP. It also marked the official launch of USAID/AECP project “Center of Excellence for the 
Prevention of Childhood Blindness (CEPCB)” implemented in cooperation with the USAID and Ministry 
of Health of the Republic of Armenia, as well as reflected on the AECP activities during the past 20 years.

Special reflection was made on the advances achieved in eye care thanks to fruitful cooperation of 
Armenian and American physicians, authorities and donors. Presenters highlighted the AECP country-
wide program, with its Mobile Eye Hospital, as well as practical and scientific studies and achievements. 
The AECP has published a 20 Years Anniversary brochure “Highlights – 20 Years Bringing Hope & 
Sight” which may be accessed at www.aecp.am. Many of the participants presented abstracts and articles, 
some of which are presented in this issue of “The New Armenian Medical Journal”, while others are 
available on the AECP website. 

Thanks to the close cooperation of the AECP board members and the Armenian ophthalmologists 
(namely, AECP fellows) revolutionary methods are introduced in Armenia. One latest example is the in-
troduction of a new, perhaps, revolutionary method for glaucoma prevention, that is being implemented at 
the Glaucoma Department of the Ophthalmological Center after S.V. Malayan in Yerevan, Armenia, with 
the help of iStent Trabecular Micro-Bypass. It is the smallest medical device ever approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration of the USA. Its co-author is Richard A. Hill, M.D., Associate Professor of Oph-
thalmology, University of California at Irvine (USA), and Board Member of AECP. Dr. R. Hill has been to 
Armenia for a number of times and has performed numerous surgeries at no cost. The iStent® Trabecular 
Micro-Bypass device was developed by Glaukos® (USA) to address many of the limitations of current 
prescription and surgical therapies. 

Dr. Lilit Voskanyan, AECP fellow, and Head of the Glaucoma Department at Ophthalmological Center 
after S.V. Malayan is one of the main experts in the world on the iStent implant. Prominent specialists come 
to Armenia to consult with Dr. Lilit Voskanyan upon iStent. The importance of iStent usage in Armenia is in 
representing the country as a model and center of excellence to the rest of the world.

The exposure to the know-how in ophthalmology is achieved through the participation in the international 
conferences and conventions. Many of the AECP fellows have not only participated in the meetings of the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology, but also presented their posters. In 2013 MEH chief surgeon Dr. Asatur 
Hovsepyan presented a poster on the analysis of MEH activities during the ten years of its field missions.

Along with the mentioned programs and activities, more than 20 years of AECP’s presence in Armenia, 
its involvement in the advancement of eye care has resulted in the following: 

 ¾  40 U.S. medical missions were organized and carried out in Armenia, with the participation of 60 U.S. 
academic ophthalmologists. The latter traveled to Armenia, at their own expense, to teach and treat 
patients;
 ¾  $19 million worth donations of medical equipment and supplies to Armenian hospitals and clinics were 
initiated by American pharmaceutical and medical manufacturing companies and private individuals;
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 ¾  ophthalmology residency literature was developed to improve teaching methods in compliance with West-
ern standards, as well as two books “Eye Diseases” (2005) and “Essentials of Ophthalmology” (2007) 
were authored and published for primary health care providers and ophthalmologists, respectively; 
 ¾  12 ophthalmology fellowships and observerships were sponsored in the United States for Armenian 
physicians;
 ¾  12 International Ophthalmology Teaching Conferences were sponsored in Yerevan, Armenia; 
 ¾  15 patients requiring specialized surgical care in the U.S. were sponsored and provided services at no charge;
 ¾ 5 specialty clinics in the Ophthalmological Center after S.V. Malayan were established and equipped: 
Vitreo-Retinal Disorders Clinic & Operating Room (1998); Glaucoma Clinic & Operating Room 
(2000); Corneal & Uveitis Disorders Clinic (2001); Neuro-ophthalmology and Orbital Surgery (2004); 
Eye Bank (2005);
 ¾  Mobile Eye Hospital was designed and built with American donations and delivered to Armenia in 
2002 to travel throughout regions of the country. Up to date, it has accomplished five medical tours in 
the marzes of Armenia. The sixth tour started in November 2013; 
 ¾  USAID/AECP Education & Diagnostic Center was established and equipped at the Ophthalmological 
Center after S.V. Malayan (2006);
 ¾  USAID/AECP Low Vision Center was established and equipped in the “Kanaker –Zeytun” Medical 
Center (2007);
 ¾  WetLab (simulation center) was established and equipped at Ophthalmological Center after S.V. Ma-
layan thanks to the generous donation of the “Pfizer Inc.” (USA), with the purpose to provide doctors 
and students with opportunities for surgical practice (2007).

On the whole, the AECP activities have greatly contributed to the implementation of the “Armenian 
National Strategy of Blindness Prevention Program”, which was put into effect in 2006 (results are re-
flected in the Information Note on the implementation of the 02.11.2006 #43-N decree of the Government 
of the Republic of Armenia prepared by the Republic of Armenia Ministry of Health). Committed to the 
overarching goal of minimizing avoidable blindness and severe visual impairment by the year of 2020, the 
AECP is in line with the Vision2020, the global initiative for the elimination of avoidable blindness, a joint 
program of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Agency for the Prevention of 
Blindness (IAPB) with an international membership of NGOs, professional associations, eye care institu-
tions and corporations.

Through its comprehensive and integrated approach the AECP seeks to achieve excellence in all areas 
of eye care for Armenian children and adults. The organization works to meet the needs of Armenia’s vul-
nerable population with the Mobile Eye Hospital and a nation-wide preventive screening throughout the 
regions, while developing more permanent ways to make high quality eye care accessible and affordable 
for all Armenians throughout the country.

RogeR V. ohanesian,  
M.D., AECP Founder and President 

nune B. YeghiazaRYan, 
MPA, PhD, In-Country Director

Address for correspoNdeNce: 
“Armenian EyeCare Project” 
Aygestan 5th st., bldg. 7
Yerevan 0070, Republic of Armenia
Tel: (+374 10) 559068
E-mail: aecp@aecp.am 


