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The theoretical significance of the article is the solution of а problem based on using contem-
porary theoretical knowledge and practice, formulation and substantiation of a military doctor’s 
worldview concept in the unity of theoretical and empiric levels of studying the military doctor’s 
worldview, its formation process, development and objectification, which enables considering 
analysis data as stages of comprehensive studies of personality’s world-view problems. The prac-
tical significance is that the presented results and conclusions can reasonably be used for devel-
oping programs of preparing the military doctor’s worldview and teaching in military medical 
higher educational institutions, for science methodology and drawing organizational documents 
in the field of military and military-medical education, civilian medical educational institutions, 
in public education of specialists and the managerial personnel of military medical establish-
ments and educational institutions.
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Late in the 20th and early in the 21st centuries 
the humanity was disappointed in two pivotal 
worldview ideas – belief in the omnipotence of 
science and technology and the opportunity of 
building a fair society for majority of people. The 
contemporary man has to seek spiritual grounds of 
his/her existence under the conditions of world-
view pluralism and escalation of global problems. 
The worldwide tendency of increased attention to 
the person is precisely related with it, and particu-
larly with his/her spiritual world and worldview. 
The rupture between scientific-rationalistic com-
ponents, on one hand, and practical-humanistic 
components, on the other hand – actually, the 
human components of the person’s worldview – 
acquired threatening ranges. It results in the need 
to correct existing ideals, values, principles, and 
meaning of live for a person leading him/her to 
quite well distinguished threat of death arising 
from the modern challenge of the history. A new 
worldview paradigm of survival is needed under 

present conditions, where doctors hold a signifi-
cant place, to a high extent, determining the body 
health and the psycho-emotional status of humans. 

The urgency of studying a military doctors’ 
worldview is conditioned with the high signifi-
cance of subjective grounds for military medical 
officers’ activities and has military-medical di-
mensions. A military medical officer is currently in 
charge of organizing medical support of combat 
training, as well as taking medical and preventive 
measures with the personnel. A military medical 
officer is not only a representative of the most hu-
manistic professions ensuring “good spirits and 
bodyˮ, but also one of the most important figures 
in the military personnel.

The significance of military medical dimension 
is conditioned with the doctor’s authority over the 
patient expressed in legalized intervention into the 
person’s state of mind and body, which poses spe-
cial humanistic demands to the doctor’s world-
view. Besides, the doctor’s professional career is 
directly connected with a whole range of actually 
worldview-related problems: those of life and 
death, moral and humanistic comprehension of 
human cloning, organ and tissue transplantation, 
health and disease, norm and pathologies, ranges 
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of human studies and restrictions for experiment-
ing in humans, euthanasia, physical well-being, 
mental and spiritual happiness of the person [Zonov 
V., Rykun R., 1990]. The increase in demands to 
common cultural and professional content of the 
military doctor’s worldview is conditioned with 
the boosting volume of knowledge, improvement 
of military medical theory and expansion of medi-
cal technologies. The importance of the military 
doctor’s worldview is also expressed in increasing 
the doctor’s role in the medical support of the ser-
vicemen, as a special category of citizens, in the 
interaction of military medical conditions and laws 
of market economy, developing democracy, insur-
ance medicine and contractual system of the Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Armenia. 

The contemporary methodology of analyzing 
the individual worldview and the personality of the 
military doctor includes: unity of philosophical, 
natural-science based, religious and atheistic, bio-
ethical, personal and anthropological and socio-
cultural approaches, studying scientific and social 
aspects of the worldview as basic grounds of the 
worldview, interaction of common civil and mili-
tary professional elements of theoretical and ev-
eryday practical levels [Komarov F., Lopukhin Yu., 
1998]. The methodology of studying the process of 
worldview formation in doctors as young special-
ists, its development and objectification in practi-
tioners is complemented by revealing the features 
of worldview forming in military medical faculty 
attendees and students, as well as peculiarities of 
its development in practicing doctors in peacetime 
and wartime conditions. The specificity of the con-
tent and interaction of scientific, humanitarian, in-
dividual and personalized elements of the military 
doctor’s worldview is in their integration based on 
moral, legal and particular medical knowledge, 
values, standards and principles, interests and be-
liefs, among which philanthropy and high civil and 
professional responsibility for the patient’s health 
are the mostly important.

The correlation of natural-science relevant, hu-
manitarian, and psychological elements in the doc-
tor’s worldview is identified in the integration pro-
cess of acquiring scientific knowledge, formation of 
informational, operational, stimulating and motivat-
ing, organizational and methodical associations and 
evaluating actions. The specificity of worldview 

knowledge, ideals, life principles and standards, doc-
tor’s value orientations, beliefs and confessions is 
expressed through the humanistic nature of the pro-
fessional medical activity, valeological approach to a 
human being, unity of somatic and mental health 
under normal and pathological conditions, man-sized 
moral and psychological component of the world-
view under conditions of the peaceful life and in 
fighting conditions. The feature of military doctor’s 
worldview functioning is demonstrated in the inter-
disciplinary character of medical theory and practice, 
integrative properties of doctor’s personality and 
medical practice, philanthropy, practicing medicine 
under extreme conditions, life-saving oriented nature 
of education and upbringing of young doctors, prior-
ity in doctor’s social status among the military per-
sonnel as a custodian of the healthy body and spirit of 
the soldiers; among other characteristics there is also 
dominance of legal and moral standards in practicing 
medicine. The interrelation of natural science, hu-
manitarian and psychological elements of a doctor’s 
worldview is variable; it is demonstrated in the inte-
gration of scientific knowledge, its humanization and 
“injectingˮ ethics, increase in the significance of 
legal norms in the doctor’s medical and research ac-
tivities, as well as formation of integrative medical, 
biological, and social ideas.

The correct formation of the military doctor’s 
worldview decreases the probability of such nega-
tive phenomena, as the destruction of traditional 
professional values and motivation of doctors’ ac-
tivities, deformation of their beliefs and ideals 
based on the principles of humanism and justice, 
as well as the refusal to perform professional duty, 
bribe taking from patients, profiteering with medi-
cations, violence against patients, relations with 
mafia, secret servicing of criminals. 

Contemporary content of theoretical and meth-
odological grounds of forming and developing fu-
ture military doctors’ worldview is a system in-
cluding the aggregate of subjects and objects of 
worldview education, aims, principles, means, 
forms, methods, factors of worldview education 
for attendees and students, priority directions and 
the aggregate of criteria to assess the worldview.

The technology to form future military doctors’ 
worldview includes the system of contemporary 
ideas, principles, aggregate of worldview education 
subjects, means, forms, methods, competing factors 
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of formation related with macro- and micro-envi-
ronment of attendees and students, priority direction 
and criterion system of assessing worldviews. The 
theoretical and methodological grounds underlying 
worldview formation in attendees and students of a 
military medical higher educational institution 
make the aggregate of several principles, particu-
larly: the principle of systemacy means consider-
ation of all factors, worldview formation elements 
relating to macro- and micro-environment, as integ-
rity and unity; the principle of the integrity of world-
view education in attendees and students character-
izes this process as integral determined not only by 
the performance of functions of elements and sub-
systems, which form a part of it, but also qualita-
tively characterize new properties of the worldview 
process as integral education. 

The integrity assumes integration of forming a 
doctor’s worldview at intra- and interdisciplinary 
levels. The principle of integrity means recognizing 
the integrity of human nature, its bio-, psycho- and 
social unity; the principle of structural properties of 
worldview education for future doctors means the 
presence of consistent unity of structural and func-
tional changes at all stages of worldview formation: 
the principle of processuality assumes the interpre-
tation of worldview formation for future doctors as 
a continuous process affecting their worldview of 
competing objective and subjective factors of 
macro- and micro-environment; the principle of 
evolutionism of the worldview education for future 
doctors means recognizing evolution, when the stu-
dent’s worldview is altered, corrected and trans-
formed under the influence of external environment 
and individual self-development into a new and 
qualitatively developed state; the principle of deter-
minacy of worldview education for future doctors 
means the presence of causation, tendency, contain-
ing priority directions, forms, means and methods 
of forming criterion system of social orders in the 
form of qualification requirements to the doctor as a 
citizen and a professional; the principle of method-
ology synergy of forming the worldview for future 
doctors reflects the openness and interdisciplinary 
features of this process, interaction of various fac-
tors, elements and subsystems for the sake of self-
organization of worldview education of students in 
line with the behavior and establishing environment 
for the required worldview. 

The formation and then development of the fu-
ture doctors’ worldview is performed under the 
conditions of demonstrating predominant tenden-
cies of reforming and the formation of such quali-
ties as fundamentalization, integration, humaniza-
tion and humanitarization, informatization and 
ecologization. Development-related trends of con-
temporary medicine – socialization, humanization, 
ecologization and technologization – also have 
their influence on the worldview education of at-
tendees and students. 

Given this, a conclusion might be drawn: the 
concept of the military doctor’s worldview is a 
system of fundamental contemporary scientifically 
humanistic views and ideas, ideals and orientation 
values, beliefs and confessions of a doctor about 
the world and the place of the humans there, the 
principles of thinking and activities in the forma-
tion, development, and objectification process. 
The given concept is an integral, spiritually practi-
cal phenomenon reflecting dominating essential 
worldview at a certain historical moment of his/her 
life and activities.

Socio-philosophical assessment of the effec-
tiveness of the doctor’s worldview objectification 
might be carried out in line with a number of crite-
ria. Military-economic criteria show the extent of 
economic effectiveness of the objectification re-
sults of the doctors worldviews in the medical sup-
port of the armed forces in peacetime and wartime. 
Scientific and technical criteria characterize the 
interaction between the doctor’s worldview and 
the main provisions and requirements of the sci-
ence in general and military medical theory and 
practice, in particular. Socio-valeological criteria 
show the servicemen’s health quality, which de-
pends, to a great extent, on the results of doctors 
professional activities. Moral and ethical criteria 
transforming worldview into professional activi-
ties characterize its compliance with moral princi-
ples and norms, aims of medical community and 
requirements of bioethics [Tischenko P., 1998].

The freedom of conscience in the military doc-
tor’s worldview is demonstrated in the fact that re-
ligious, religio-critical or atheistic orientation of 
the military doctors worldview is formed and then 
functions under the influence of global tendencies, 
i.e. expanding the extent of freedom in choosing 
his/her own worldview orientation without perse-
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cution and suppression. 
The specificity of medical education, which is 

related to natural science in its essence, has influ-
ence on exercising military doctors’ freedom of 
conscious together with the legal regulation of 
freedom of conscious and religion in servicemen. 
The religiosity among military doctors is lower 
than common indicators and is characterized by 
eclecticity widely common particularly among 
young doctors [Reshetnikov M. et al., 1991]. The 
interrelation between the doctor’s worldview, reli-
gious belief, and secular medical knowledge is 
complex and contradictory. Doctors, as a rule, per-
ceive religion as a unity of positive and negative 
phenomena for developing medicine and preserv-
ing people’s health, developing nation’s spiritual-
ity and making the statehood. Cases were fixed, 
when a doctor’s medical knowledge and profes-
sionalism were replaced with religious belief, 
mysticism and occultism. 

Nevertheless, the specificity of a practicing 
doctor’s worldview is demonstrated in the content 
and particular interaction of epistemological, so-
cial, and axiological elements; the specificity is 
conditioned with the doctor’s status amongst the 
military personnel, medical and humanistic direc-
tion of education and upbringing, the nature of 
profession and experience of practicing medicine. 

The feature of scientific and value-based con-
tent of elements in a practicing doctor’s worldview 
is the embeddedness of his/her views, ideals, and 
orientations of the practical experience. The cen-
tral problem of the doctor’s worldview is a living 
and acting person, who wants to preserve his life 
and full-fledged relations with people and nature. 
The person’s physical life is related by the main 
mass of practicing doctors with evolutionary pro-
cess of living matter, but not religious belief. The 
system of more significant public orientations for 
practicing doctors accounts for ideals of kindness, 
dignity, professional honor, compassion, preserva-
tion of human life, active communication, activi-
ties and beauty. Some conservatism is characteris-
tic to experienced doctors’ worldview. Moral and 
scientific elements of the worldview are more sig-
nificant for contemporary practicing doctors. 

Life manifestations are interpreted by doctors 
as the realization of physical and chemical laws. 
Life in a doctor’s worldview and practice is a com-

bination of functioning human organs and systems. 
In the contemporary understanding of life, doctors 
are dominated by biological, cosmic, and bio-
graphical elements. In doctor’s worldview, the 
meaning of life is presented in axiological, socio-
logical, culturological, religious, functional, oper-
ational, and other factors, which reflect close as-
sociation with health, longevity, and lifestyle. The 
specificity of the meaning of life in the doctor’s 
worldview forms medical aspects expressed in 
psychogenic, somatogenic, thanatogenic and med-
ical-ethical dimensions. The optimal version for 
the doctor to solve the problem of the meaning of 
life: “to have or to be” is, as a rule, rejection of 
material or spiritual extremities. Doctors are 
guided by “to be” and not “to have” [Viter V. et al., 
2003]. Increased demands to universal moral qual-
ities relating to human health and life distinguish 
medical ethics from both universal and profes-
sional ethics of other specialists. 

Death in the doctor’s worldview is interpreted 
based on the contemporary achievements in biol-
ogy, medicine, psychology, philosophy, religion, 
and literature. The medical-and-biological aspect 
of the death is characterized for the doctor with a 
combination of special signs. The idea of banning 
the manipulation with human genes and impermis-
sibility of active and wide spread of euthanasia 
gains strength in the medical communities. Doc-
tors prioritize using biological, creative, theologi-
cal, and naturalistic methods to compensate the 
immortality in a dying person’s psychic. Mean-
while, the evolution and objectification of a mili-
tary doctor’s worldview in the professional activi-
ties occurs in correlation with the stages of prepar-
ing the young doctor and his further life path under 
the influence of medical practice, service condi-
tions, social environment, and subjective qualities. 

The objectification of doctor’s worldview con-
tent is carried out in the process of life comprising 
different worldview stages and is expressed in his/
her scientific and pedagogical, clinical and public 
activities. Under war conditions, the objectifica-
tion of military doctors’ worldview is mostly dem-
onstrated in the treatment, prevention, and scien-
tific works. The experience of the World War II 
shows that high effectiveness in treatment of the 
wounded and patients was possible much due to 
the professionalism of the military doctors and 
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their ability to effectively operate under war con-
ditions, which was vividly expressed with their 
scientific and humanitarian worldview. Military 
doctors’ research activities in the period of mili-
tary actions acquire more strongly expressed medi-
cally oriented direction, intensity, dynamics, tough 
orientation at medical and practical effectiveness. 
Practicing medicine in wartime is focused on seek-
ing effective means and methods to provide medi-
cal aid to servicemen based on the latest scientific 
achievement and taking into consideration the de-
velopment of kill vehicles, destruction means that 
the enemy possesses.

The objectification of the doctors’ worldview in 
the war conflict zone happens, as a rule, in four 
main stages: euphoric, stressor, adapted and stage 
of conservation. Given the features of worldview 
objectification under extreme conditions, medical 
doctors are divided into three groups: “bird 
hawks”, “moderate”, and “pacifists”. “Bird hawks” 
are characterized with extreme activity for medical 
officers through which they tend to raise their sta-
tus in the army personnel. “Moderate” type is dis-
tinguished with balanced relations to military ac-
tions and their role therein; they act in an ordinary 
manner without any enthusiasm, to the extent of 
the service needs. Nevertheless, they perform their 
functional duties in good faith. “Doctor pacifists” 
group negatively perceives and treats anything re-
lated to armed violence. They find it burdensome 
to take part in the armed conflict even as a repre-
sentative of one of the most humanistic profes-
sions. Internal dissatisfaction with their position is 
expressed in the form of “non-military behavior”. 
The worldview stability is an important prerequi-
site for doctors to overcome the specific conditions 
of battle conditions.

Thus, bioethical dimensions of formation and 
objectification of a military doctor’s worldview 
under the conditions of intense development of 
medical and biological knowledge, biotechnology 
and increased human attention to the compliance 
of fundamental human rights occur through the 
transformation of moral norms in practicing medi-
cine by Hippocrates and Paracelsus, as well as de-
ontological model of practicing medicine into bio-
medical ethics [ Siluyanova I., 1997]. 

Requirements to the moral portrait of the doctor 
are increasing with the lapse of time: the detailed 

elaboration of doctor-patient relations in legal 
viewpoint takes place, the role of public in the set-
tlement of medical and biological problems in-
creases. Scientific knowledge and humanistic mo-
rale are merged for a doctor in biomedical ethics, 
but they always complement and balance each 
other. The contradiction between medical science 
and morals is solved differently in favor of the 
morals. Biomedical forms of intervention of indus-
trial civilization into human life are the same 
worldwide, but the forms of morals and worldview 
to this intervention are different in different cul-
tures. The contemporary medical reality is charac-
terized with the coexistence of various moral mod-
els for practicing medicine. The paternalistic mode 
of doctor-patient relations is destroyed and de-
formed. The bioethical model is formed under the 
influence of contradictory tendencies concluded in 
the increase in the power and responsibility of a 
doctor towards the patient, biotechnology and 
spread of liberal and democratic values, ideas, in-
dividual rights and freedoms. 

In this context, it should be stated that at pres-
ent the graduates of Faculty of Military Medicine 
at Yerevan State Medical University after M. Her-
atsi, unlike the graduates of civilian medical spe-
cializations, receive two “titles” – a doctor officer 
and servicemen officer. 

The worldview orientation of teaching and 
studying academic subjects is the synthesis of their 
theoretical and empiric content, formation of a 
system of sense-making knowledge, raising moral 
qualities of students and attendees as citizens and 
medical doctors, setting norms and principles of 
life, beliefs and religions, organization of world-
view preparation of future doctors in compliance 
with qualification requirements and the state stan-
dards of specialists with higher medical education. 
Dominating place in the doctor’s worldview be-
longs to biological knowledge characteristic with 
attaining molecular, subcellular, population and 
biosphere levels of studying the living in deep in-
tegration with physics and chemistry; wide-scale 
application of methods of exact sciences, interac-
tion with humanitarian sciences, creating synthetic 
theory of evolution, the basis of which is popula-
tion, gene, mutation process, population waves 
and natural selection. Criterion system of deter-
mining level and quality of doctor’s worldview 
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culture is the integral combination of theoretical 
content and practical actions demonstrated in the 
process of objectification. The evaluation of effec-
tiveness for a doctor’s worldview objectification is 
carried out by military and medical, scientific and 
technological, moral and ethical criteria.

Medical doctors adapt to the doctor’s special-
ization more quickly and adapt to the role of a doc-
tor-officer only in several years [Khachatryan R., 
1996]. The autonomy of a patient treated in civil-
ian and military medicine is demonstrated with di-
verse approaches, from collective nature to pater-
nalism. In military medicine, the doctor can act as 
the representative of the patient in treatment, 
which does not contradict to his/her autonomy. 

The patient’s right, which is treated in military 
medical system, is realized not through respect for 
his/her autonomy, but through respect for service-
man’ rights. Though the patient has a priority over 
the role of a serviceman, the latter creates restric-

tions in demonstrating autonomy in military medi-
cine. In this situation, special attention should be 
paid to the correct and full-fledged formation of 
the military doctor’s worldview and value system, 
as these factors can directly affect on the level of 
military medical service functioning in the armed 
forces.

In the frames of regulating the issue presented 
in the analysis of this article it can be proposed to 
establish properly specialized committees in mili-
tary health institutions, particularly: biomedical 
ethics groups [Wray E., 2000], the main aim of 
which will be the study of moral requirements in 
contemporary military medical science, discussion 
of complex situations in the daily and professional 
life of military doctors, building mechanisms to 
solve problems needing collegial solution, which 
have arguable direction, effectively cooperating 
with the deputy heads of medical establishments in 
charge of dealing with the personnel.
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