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Abstract

Introduction: Managing anorectal malformations generally includes posterior sagittal ano-
rectoplasty. We compared complications in patients with high and low anorectal malformations 
after definitive posterior sagittal anorectoplasty.

Methods: Data for this descriptive, analytic, retrospective cohort study were obtained from 
medical records of anorectal malformation patients who had undergone posterior sagittal ano-
rectoplasty and colostomy closure between 2017 and 2019.

Results: Among the 45 patients included, most were aged ≤30 years (57.5%) and were male 
(64.4%). High anorectal malformation was more prevalent (84.4%) than low. Most high anorec-
tal malformation patients presented without fistula (52%); among those with fistula, the most 
prevalent form was rectourethral (18.4%) followed by recto-vestibular (15.6%). Among low 
anorectal malformation patients, 71.4% presented with perineal fistula and 28.6% presented 
without. This study showed that chronic complications were the most type of complication from 
anorectal malformation, where chronic complications are mostly found in High type anorectal 
malformation, but not significantly with type anorectal malformation.

Conclusions: Incontinence was more prevalent in patients with high anorectal malformations, 
while constipation was more common with low anorectal malformation, although this was not 
statistically significant. Chronic complications occurred more frequently than early complications 
regardless of the type of anorectal malformation. High anorectal malformations had more compli-
cations than low anorectal malformations, but this difference was not statistically significant.
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