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Abstract

Introduction: As a multidisciplinary field of study, spiritual health attracted the great atten-
tion of scholars all over the world. This altmetric survey aimed to investigate the attention to 
papers published on the field in online social media. 

Material and Methods: Including all papers on spiritual health indexed in Scopus, related 
keywords were searched in Altmetric Explorer for measuring Altmetric attention scores and Sco-
pus, Google scholar and dimensions for citation counts of the papers. Collected data was ana-
lyzed with SPSS.

Results: Out of 12,576 papers, only 4,804 papers (38.19%) had Altmetric attention scores. The 
majority of papers (n=3,957; 82.36%) had Altmetric attention scores between 1 and 10. 5,706 
papers (45.37%) were shared in Mendeley as the top-ranked mentioning social media, followed by 
Twitter by including 3,929 papers (31.24%) and Facebook with 1,016 papers (8.07%). Regrading 
event counts, Mendeley ranked first with 331,221 events and mean event rate of 58.04 events per 
paper, followed by News with 4,093 events and Twitter with 3,464 events. The first-ranked journal 
in total mentions was the Journal of Psychopharmacology from the UK, with 3,156 mentions of its 
19 papers. PLOS ONE from the USA ranked second with 50 papers mentioned 1,763 times. The 
third rank belonged to the Journal of Religion & Health with 184 papers mentioned 879 times. 
The USA ranked first in Twitter with 7,457 tweets from 3,938 unique profiles, in Facebook with 
300 posts from 184 unique profiles and again in News with 2,680 news stories from 529 unique 
news outlets, and in Policy, the UK ranked first with 148 policy documents. Top-ranked papers in 
Altmetric attention scores were of relatively high-cited papers published in high-prestige journals. 

Conclusion: This study explored main altmetric indicators of the papers published on spiri-
tual health as an ever-increasing considered topic for the first time and can be a guide for read-
ers, researchers, authors and administrators interesting the field.

THE ONLINE ATTENTION TO SPIRITUAL HEALTH RESEARCH: AN 
ALTMETRIC ANALYSIS

Saberi M.K. 1,2, Mokhtari H.3, Hoseini Ahangari S.A.1, Ouchi A.4, Shourcheh B.5*
1. Department of ML&IS, School of Paramedicine, Hamadan University of Medical Sciences, Hamadan, Iran
2. Department of Nursing, Shirvan Faculty of Nursing, North Khorasan University of Medical Sciences, 

Bojnurd, Iran
3. Department of Library and Information Sciences, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

4. Department of ML&IS,, School of Management and Medical Informatics, Tabriz University of Medical 
Sciences, Tabriz, Iran

5. Department of Islamic Studies, School of Medicine, Hamadan University of Medical Sciences, 
Hamadan, Iran

Saberi M.K, Mokhtari H., Hoseini Ahangari S.A., Ouchi A., Shourcheh B. (2026). The Online Attention to 
Spiritual Health Research :An Altmetric Analysis; The New Armenian Medical Journal, vol.20 (2), 108-117; DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.56936/18290825-2026.20v.2-108

Behrouz Shourcheh,
Department of Islamic Studies, School of Medicine, 
Hamadan University of Medical Sciences, Hamadan, Iran.
Tel.: +98918)3376764 
E-mail :Shourcheh61@gmail.com 

Received 7.01.2026;  Accepted for printing 14.05.2026




